Stickers on Grid Paper

Large grid paper offers a somewhat structured, but still opemended, opportunity for children
to create patterns and also practiceone-to-one correspondence . Because the children have
taken an interestin numbers lately, this exposure to foundational math principles seemed like
an authentic way to tie in what they know about numbers and counting, while also honoring
their known interest in stickers. We recently acquired several sheets of small, squaraimbow
stickers that paired well with this offering.
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Legend asked to draw on his paper, so we brought over felt tip pens ancettwo created marks
around their stickers. | noticed both of them chose to make some marks encircling their stickers.
See their work below.
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One fun element of the studio space is the window that looks out onto the hallway, where
children from other classes are often found. Legenuloticed my reflection in the mirror and said,
"Look! Rachel! You!"

When | invited Zippy + Karsyn into the studio, we said a quick hello to Seba (Blue Room) who
was enjoying small group work in the hallway.






For this pair, | offered slightly larger square stickers. It's obvious the green room children spend
alot of time working with stickers. Karsyn, among the youngest of the class, showed me how she
bends the sticker sheet to get the edge of the sticker to lift off of the page. This type of dexterous,
repetitive activity is great for children's strengthening oftheir neat pincer grasp.

From Susan Marden at the National Institute of Child Health + Human Development:

"When children play with toys that needto be squeezedpushedtogether or pulled apart they
strengthenthetiny musclesn their hands.Theyusethese muscledor moresophisticatedskills later
onsuchas feedingthemselvesdressingthemselvesfor painting and colouring, tying their shoes
and manyother activities."

She goes on to explain how engaging in this type of play builds the foundation famegf motor
strength required of holding and using a pencil.



