
Art Adventures in September 

As the Orange Room becomes more comfortable with their surroundings at the Nest, they've 

also become more comfortable with the materials within it. They're still exploring their favorite 

media such as: 

 

Paint 

Drawing 

Collaging 

Markers 

 

Their choice of media alongside their yearning to communicate further informs their 

understanding of their environment. This semester will be focused on mark, sign-making and 

impressions 

 

Classroom Palimpsest 

The children are continuing their interest in the shared canvas. Mostly their observations are 

based on the changing and mixing of color. Check out the progress! 

 

 
8/25/2021 



 
8/28/2021 

 

 
9/02/2021 



 
9/09/2021 

 

 
9/10/2021 



 
9/13/2021 

 

 
9/27/2021 

 



Drawing & Painting Animals 

In order for us to delve deeper into the children's interest in art, eager friends join me 

frequently in casual drawing lessons. The class was asked if anyone would like to learn how 

draw things and a few said yes! The primary focus is on breaking down everyday objects and 

subjects into basic shapes and not the accuracy of the final image. This practice gives them 

the basic elements needed to express personal ideas and signs through drawing as they 

grow. 

 

A Thing to Consider... 

 

Semiotics 

 

 
 

"Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design" by Gunther Kress & Theo van 

Leeuwen 

A segment of the book examines sign-making from an early age. Here, they look at drawings 

of wheels created by a three-year-old child. The observations occurred over the span of a 

few months to watch the development of the child’s thinking and how he relayed it through 

signs. He was provoked to label the circles as wheels because he’d internalized the motion 

of one through creating it's shape. These are layers of understanding through sensory 

experience. Feel free to read the following pages: 



   
 

   
"Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual Design", 

3 Year-old Child's Drawings, Pages 7-12 



 
 

Triangle of Reference, Charles Kay Ogden & I.A. RIchards, 1934 

 

At their request, we started with learning how to draw gorillas: 

 

 
 

Hatching* was taken from the example drawing and was a common symbol used to represent 

the gorilla within the group. 

*(lines used to create texture, volume, form & light) 



 
Nina 

 
Vell 

 



 
Karter 

 

 
Stella 



Although there was an image highlighted on the easel board alongside a how-to book, it was 

not seen as the "correct" way to draw a gorilla. Mitigating the example image inherently 

validates their representations, thus, naturally encouraging them to keep practicing. 

 

Flamingos 

The Orange Room were introduced to the colors of a flamingo, but had creative freedom in 

structuring one. Nonetheless, we all agreed that they are flamingos.

 



 
 

Karter 

 

 



 
Maddie 

 

 
Nina 



 
Waverly 

 

 

Unicorns 

This small group agreed "rainbow = unicorn". 

 
Karter 



 
Maddie 

 

 
Nina 



 
Vell 

 

 

 
Lala 

 



Collaging 

Collaging, in the 100 Languages, is an avenue for children to create new signs that are 

specific to the individual child. It is an extension that allows them to piece together basic 

concepts to create new or familiar ones. Although at times it's hard for us to decipher what 

they are communicating through their chosen images, their choices are intentional and they 

are indeed communicating various ideas. Some simple, some complex. 

 
Karter 



 
Irving 

 

 
Maddie 



 
Waverly 

 

A Thing to Consider... 

A subgenre in Surrealism was provoked by sign/mark making and exploring the human 

condition's unconscious understanding of it through automatism. 

 

"In psychology, “automatism” refers to involuntary actions and processes not under the 

control of the conscious mind—for example, dreaming, breathing, or a nervous tic. 

Automatism plays a role in Surrealists techniques such as spontaneous or automatic 

writing, painting, and drawing; free association of images and words; and collaborative 

creation through games..." 

- MoMA 



 
 

Ironically, it is a practice that forces an artist to tap into their inner child. Children inherently 

enact this technique from the moment they are able to hold a marking utensil. They feel free 

to move their hand impulsively across any surface. Most times, it's in an attempt to recreate 

objects or subjects seen in the real world but their current stage in physical development is 

considered to be lacking by most adults. During our free time in the class, some children draw 

viscerally and leave behind shapes that resemble nature. That will continue as a form of self-

motivated practice. 

 

This has been such a great month for art! Watching our volunteer artists expand their visual 

communication has been rewarding. Those shown took a natural interest in the materials 

made available. As new materials are introduced and their values change, more children will 

be interested in joining. Next month we may start to see more defined representations from 

those above and emerging languages from newcomers. Look out for the next meditation 

involving Impressionism as they improve in sign-making and communication. 

 

P.S. We will begin creating art portfolios for the kids to bring home a month at a time. Be on 

the look out for that as well! 
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